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Craig's Happy Place
Welcome to Craig's Happy Place, where you can find out everything you ever wanted to know about Craig's
writing career, poker musings, and most importantly, random rants about whatever I am motivated to
babble about at this time. It remains to be seen whether this blog's heading is ironic or not.
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Fade In: The Controversy

It seems that somehow I have found myself in the middle of a war
between Fade In: the screenwriting magazine, and The Wrap, an
online entertainment magazine, so I just wanted to put my side of
the story on record:

A couple of weeks ago, I was contacted by a reporter for The Wrap.
The reporter wanted to know about my experiences with the Fade
In: screenwriting contest, as I had come in 2nd in the Comedy
category in 2005. I agreed to talk with her.

The reporter asked me if I was happy with my relationship with Fade
In: as she had spoken to a number of people who had not received
the prizes they were promised. I told her unequivocally that I had
received everything that was promised to me. I also told her that
the notes I got from staff writer Allen Ury were some of the best
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the notes I got from staff writer Allen Ury were some of the best
notes I had ever received, and that I had been a finalist or the
winner in a number of contests and none of them had done more for
me than Fade In.

She asked me if I knew of any other writers who had not received
their prizes and I told her I did not know the outcome of any
situation with any other writers in the contest, which I still do not.

Finally I admitted to her that I was a little disapponted that I felt
"cut off" from Fade In: after my last set of notes. Although I was told
that the script was sent to New Line and MTV, which I believe, I
never received any feedback from them, either directly or through
Fade In: I also did not receive any further communication from Fade
In:, and when I tried to contact Audrey Kelly, was deflected several
times, until finally I got through to her and she agreed to put
together a list of ten agents and managers who I could contact with
my script. This never happened and I was never able to get in touch
with her again. At no time did I tell the reporter that this level of
access was a promised prize of the contest, only that it was
something I expected and hoped for.

I saw the article shortly after it appeared, and pretty much only
read the part that included me. Since it stated that I received the
prizes I was promised but disappointed that I didn't get that list of
contacts, which was all true, I said the article looked fair. I could
not and cannot speak to the fairness of the rest of the article
because I have no relationship with any of the parties involved.

Shortly after this I received an e-mail from Allen Ury expressing his
shock at my participation in the article. I sent him an e-mail in
response (which he may not have received), detailing what I have
said here, that I told the reporter that I did receive what I was
promised, though I was not happy with how our relationship seemed
to end.

When I went back to The Wrap website, I saw they had a follow up
article which stated:

The letter said Fade In had made good on all promises of cash,
prizes and connections to contestants Patrice Williams, Powell
Weaver and Craig Berger.

But all three denied receiving portions of their promised prizes
and/or industry connections in interviews with TheWrap.

This sentence craftily makes it seem like I denied receiving portions
of my promised prizes when I in fact am only part of the "/or
industry connections" part.
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In the end, I just want to reiterate three points:

1) I always got all the prizes promised to me and I never contended,
to The Wrap or anyone else, that I did not.

2) I thought that Fade In: ended their relationship with me abruptly
and that was a disappointment to me, even though I understand
there were no explicit promises of industry access as prizes in the
contest. I mentioned it to the reporter because I think most people
enter these contests with the hopes of gaining this access, rather
than winning a few hundred dollars.

3) I have no idea whether or not Fade In: made good to the other
people named in the article or any other contest participants. I have
no relationship with those people whatsoever.

So that's that. Hopefully now we can all get on with our lives.

Posted by Craig Berger at 5:46 PM Labels: Politics, Writing 

1 comments:

morgan said...

hmm...well, if mr. berger says that everything was kosher, then
everything is kosher. 'cause if there's one thing i know, it's the
craiggers t. berger knows kosher.

6:48 PM
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